STATEMENTS /22.6.2006
Baltic Sea Trout Workshop 31.5.-2.6.2006 in Kotka, Finland

Concerned on the present status of the natural sea trout stocks in the Baltic Sea and aware of the declined stock size and risks of extinction of local populations, needs of a sustainable use, national legislation and international conventions regarding the conservation of this valuable living resource, the following statements were acknowledged:

Status of the stocks

· The status of the natural stocks is generally endangered especially in the northern and eastern parts of the Baltic Sea, mostly due to the reduced or degraded freshwater habitats and / or to extensive overexploitation as a by-catch of gillnet fishery for other fish species. However, some sea trout stocks in Denmark and southern Sweden have recovered to a reasonably good state due to extensive long-term enhancement activities, habitat restoration and extensive legislation of water protection and fishing.

· The return from sea trout releases has severely decreased, probably due to partially unknown environmental factors in the sea and also due to the quality of reared smolts.

· The genetic risks of extinction, reduced stock size and interbreeding are obvious both for the natural stocks and consequently also for the hatchery rearing.

Management

· Effective fishing regulations, particularly in sea fishing, are crucial to decrease the harvest to sustainable rates.

· In many rivers, also improvement of the freshwater quality and habitats are necessary for improving the stock status.

· Special enhancement plans are needed for the recovery of the stocks.

Measures needed in fishing regulation:

· Areal and temporal fishing restrictions in the near shore sea areas, at the river mouths and in the rivers

· Measures to decrease fishing effort affecting sea trout should be implemented

· In all gillnet fishing affecting sea trout the minimum mesh sizes should be adjusted in accordance with a minimum landing size of ( 50 cm. Primarily the minimum mesh sizes and the landing size should be adjusted into accordance with the maturing size of sea trout.

· Management units and cooperation between the administrators within the Baltic Sea area

Measures needed for improvement of the freshwater environment:

· Improvement or safeguarding of water quality in the rivers and streams

· Improvement or safeguarding of spawning and rearing habitats by limiting sediment load

· Ensuring possibilities for ascending spawners as well as descending smolts and kelts to migrate e.g. by construction of fish ways

· Rehabilitation of degraded river habitats

· The experiences of best practice should be shared

Measures needed for enhancement of the sea trout stocks:

· Management plans for the present sea trout rivers

· Recovery plans for potential sea trout rivers

· Regional joint management plans and measures between neighbouring countries

· Establishment of a Baltic Sea Trout Action Plan

Monitoring and research

· A common genetic survey of the stocks, inventory of the existing data and assessment of the stock status should be carried out in near future.

· Establishment of index rivers including standard monitoring methods is recommended in each sea area/management unit.

· Taggings, estimation of smolt and spawner abundances (including kelts) are needed for monitoring and modelling migrations, harvesting, life history and viability of the stocks.

· Comparisons of genetic and physiological fitness of the natural and reared smolts are necessary for improving the quality and survival of reared smolts.

· Development of methodology for measuring productivity in freshwater environment will be useful for estimation of the potential sea trout production in the Baltic Sea area. The factors affecting survival and productivity of sea trout in the sea environment should be further explored.

· Socio-economic studies on conflicting interests associated with habitat rehabilitation as well as to fisheries should be carried out.

· Conduction of a GIS analysis within the Baltic area with the aim of identification of factors influencing sea trout populations. 

· In order to enhance possibilities of cooperation between countries a common list of ongoing and planned research projects in each country should be established.

