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hery statistics changed. The level of the catch estimates for 1980–1986 was therefore reset to improve 
their comparability with statistics for later years. Response activity among fishermen increased after the 
completion of catch notification forms was made legally binding in 1995. The decline in non-response 
led to a reduction in the estimated proportion of the catch, thereby improving the accuracy of the catch 
assessments. The response rate in commercial marine fishery surveys has traditionally been high. The 
change did not therefore essentially affect the comparability of earlier statistics.

The changes made to the registers of fishermen in 1987 and 1995 should be taken into account when 
examining statistics on numbers of fishermen. The register used before 1987 was deficient, and the size 
of the population was estimated from numbers of fishermen provided by member organisations of the 
Federation of Finnish Fisheries Associations. The register was revised in 1988 in an effort to make the 
list of fishermen more comprehensive. This led to a fall in the number of fishermen entered in statistics 
from 1986 to 1987. The next change occurred with Finland’s accession to the EU in 1995, at which time 
it became obligatory by decision of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry for professional fishermen 
to register as such. This change is seen in statistics as an increase in the total number of registered fisher-
men in 1995. However, the number of active fishermen remained more or less unchanged. The income 
classification of fishermen in the register of professional fishermen changed in 1998 (MMM decision 
179/1997). The classification used here accords with the income class division given in that decision. 

Previously the trawl fishery was divided into bottom trawling and midwater trawling. In fact the 
bottom trawling has been midwater trawling near bottom. Today there are only one real bottom trawler 
in Finland. From 2005 all trawling belongs to the gear “Trawl”. 

Accessibility and clarity of information

The information is issued in pdf form at www.rktl.fi/english/publications The statistics publications can 
be ordered in printed form at the same address. Price information and information on statistics on fish is 
also available at www.rktl.fi/english/statistics.

From 1962 to 1986 the statistics for commercial marine fishery were published in the Suomen Ka-
latalous series, from 1987 to 1997 in the Environment series and since 1998 in the Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries series of the Official Statistics of Finland. The time series statistics for commercial marine 
fishery for 1980–1998 are given in the publication Finnish Fishery Time Series (Official Statistics of Fin-
land: Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery 2001:60).

Separate reports can be produced from the data as ordered by clients within the limits set by the data 
and the protection of privacy. The data used for calculating the statistics is stored at the Finnish Game 
and Fisheries Research Institute. Catch statement forms are archived by the regional Employment and 
Economic Development Centres and the Provincial Government of Åland.

Symbols used in the tables

None    -
Value less than half of the unit used     0
Data not available or too uncertain
for presentation     ..
Decimal separator     ,

In the tables, Archipelago Sea means ICES sub-division 29, which comprises the Archipelago Sea, Åland 
Sea and northern part of the Baltic Proper. 




